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* "T See you have receiv’d mine, and have generoufly 
*““ E granted me the promife of a @ozzcfpondence. | 
“have yet fomething further to offer; but fir't, chat 
“you may fee the reafonablenefs of ir, { th li briefly 
““premite, That the Prefent tate of Meariiiiy in che 
“ World, (which fo many, great Men have labour'd to 
“redeem trom the prejudices of Education and Obli- 
“‘vion, as alfo to enlarge by new difcoveries ) feems to 
““lye yet in the OAR, and want refining. When I 
“ vefle& on the many and great Libraries that there are 
“in Europe, the continua! Produétions of the Prefs, and 
“‘contider alfo, That totake a Curfory view of all that’s 
“ publith’d, (I do not fay tomake ’em ones own) wou'd 
“take up Ages, whilft all that’s ufeful may be com- 
 priz'd ina very few Books: How welcome a Task 
* wou'd itbe to the World, to know how to choole the 
“beft, or rather to fee fo vaft a Labour fhorined, and 
“the infinite Volumes of Contradictions reconcil'd. 
“There have been jome Philofophers who have at- 
“ firm’d a things equally difputable, and that the diffe- 
“rence only lyes in the Advantage’ of well managing 
“‘the Argument ; indeed it appears to me, that there 
“are many things in moft Sciences difputable enough, 

“which if brought to a juft and happy Iilue, wou'd bid 

“fair for the moft contiderable Advancement that has 
“been made in Learning thefe many Years. 

“Tis apatronizing of Error, and highly tends to- 
“wards the fettling of it, not to fee what has been 
** already faid upon Subjecfs, but to impole Crude and 
“*indigefted Nations upon the World: It alfo tends to 
“the propagation of it, todifpute Extempore of things ; 
“fince the ftrongeft Objectians can’t be brought ona 
“‘fudden, nor a juft and vigorous Defence made for 
“Truth, and thus weak Defendants, and trifling Op- 
“ ponents leave the Cafe worfe than they found it. 
“Now I think an Attempt which can be free of thefe 
“ difadvantages. wou'd not be dilpleafing to you ; there- 
“ fore, Gentlemen, I propofe an Honourable Chat- 
“lenge asa Pledge of Friendfhip, upon feveral diipu- 
“table things, which you have advanc'd in al parts of 
“Learning: And if the Controverfie be manag d with 
“that calm and Ingenuous Procedure, which Prudence 
“and our Reputation calls for, it might contribure fo 
“far co our own Improvement and Satisfaction, as 
“wou'd infinitely out-ballance the Deberity of the 
“ €xercife. I promife my felf an Anfwer at your 
“ Convenience, and am 


Your very bumble Servant, 


7. &. 


| _ 
| WE Approve of the Defign, and accept your Of- 
fer, defiring you in your next to propofe your 


Subje€ts, and to give us Direétions how to fend to you, 


> 


which is all at preient from 


Athens. 


Queft. 1. V Hat is your Opinion of that 
SS dreadful Relation, entitu- 
‘d, tne Second Spira, aed the fearful End that 


Perfor made ? 


Haturdayp, January 14 


Anfw. Our Opinion is, that the Examplé 
may do a great Service to the Age, being 
a pratticable Argumnene againft Atheifm and 
Irrelision. The ORIG/NAL NOTES and 
Pipers of the Divine that vifited that Un- 
happy Perfon during his whole Sicknefs, 
were communicated to a Adember of our So- 
cety, and by him drawn up, and Methodiz’d 
as 1S mention’d in the Pretace to the faid 
Book, which Preface was drawn up by the 
Divine bimfelf. 


Queft. 2. Lam the Unfortunate Man concerned in the firft 
Quejtion of Tuefdays Mercury, dated the 2oth. of December 
lajt. I acknowledge my felf guiliy, and hecrtily repent of 
my Fornication, rejolving newer to do the like wgtin, but 
how to difengage my [elf fromber Iknow not. I love her, 
have promifed to marry her, againft which my Aged Pa- 
vents are fo averfe, that they threaten me with their deepest 
Curfes, if ever I marry ber ; nay (which is worfe) my Fa- 
ther (ays, it will bring bis gray hairs 10 the Grave: Sirs, 
I humbly beg your Advice in this Cafe, and will follow your 
Direions, and for ever remain your Obliged bumble Ser- 
vant ? 

Anfw. We fhall give the World a fhort account of 
the whole Affair, as we have receiv’d it from borh Par- 
ties, (becaufe it may be of ufe in any parallel Cafe) and 
thenour Aniwer toit. A Young Man Courts a Young 
Woman, gains her Atfections,promifes her Marriage, but 
by reafon of prefent Circumftances, Parents knowledge, 
or other Motives, delays a formal Solemnization ; being 
both hafty ‘and paffionate, they however fecure the F1- 
fential parts of Marriage, Vows and fleeping together, 
(or fomething equivalent ) and continue the praétice 
for three years togethef, in which time they have one 
Child; the bufinels comes to be known, the Parents 
of the Young Man threaten him with their deepeft 
Curfes, if he marries her, ard fays, ic will be their 
Death. And onthe other hand, the Young Woman is 
almoft diftraéted, and under Temptations ot laying vio- 
lent hands upon her felf; the Young Mag alfo loves, 
and wou'd Marry, .but for fear of forfeiting his Fathers 
Bleffing, or for other Reatons, is in fufpence, not know- 
ing what to do, and defires our Advice, as alfo does 
the Young Woman. This is the ful) ftare of the Cale, 
as far as we can learn from the Letters of both Parties, 
and our Judgment upon it is this, That che whole Af- 
fair ought not to have been fo carried on, but ’tis as 
in fome other Cafes in the Law, Non fieri debet, fed fa- 
lum valet; it ought not to have been done, but being done, 
‘tis of force. “Tisa Marriage already, as to the Etffence, 
Ends, and Defign of Marriage, and is only finful by 
accident, as being againft the juft Laws of the Nation, 
which requires publick Solemnization, not only to re- 

move Scandal, and fatistie the World; but to come 
within the Political Ends of Government, and the be- 
nefic of the Law in Cafe of Eftates, wc. Befides, ’tis 
a breach of that Duty we owe to our Parents, in dit* 
pofing of our Bodies (their Goods) without their 
Confent, in which Acts the Bleffing of Parents can- 
not be reafonably expeéted. As tothe fecond part of 
this Unhappy Affair, where the Father forbids the Son 
to marry upon penalty of forteiting his Bleffing, ec. 
We Anfwer, That the Paternal Power is very Sacred, 
and we fhou’d be very careful in leffening that Pre- 
Togative that God and Nature have ftampt upoa 
°em: However, We may fafely lay down this Po- 
fition, That Parents muft be obey’d in all reafonabt: 
and indifferent things, under the Penalty of forteic. 
Ling 
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citing the Divine Bleffing; but where Parents Com- 
pati cay fe impoffible or finful, the Child is no 
farther concern’d than to ufe what means he can to 
make ’em fenfible of their Error. This prefent Inftance 
comes under both thefe Exceptions, impoffibility and fin; 
‘tis impoflible for the young Man to Obey his Father 
in not Marrying, fince ts done already, for che Publick 
Ceremony ( tho’ that muft have its due relpect, being 
enjoyn'd for the weightieft Reafons and Ends of Society ) 
isonly a folemn Atteflation of Marriage, but not Mar- 
riage it felf; ifit were, it wou'd jul ifie Polygamies, 
and a huadred Mifchiets. Next, the Parents Injunéti- 
on in this Cafe is alfo finful in offering fuch Injuftice to 
the Woman, for what other fatisfa¢tion cau be made 
her > Under the Law, ifa Man deflour'd a Maid, he was 
either to marry her, or if the Maid’s Father was un- 
will.ag, then the Man was to give her a Dowry or Por- 
tion ; a Provifion being the loweft Demand of Juttice, 
where a Woman was left in fuch a difreputable unhap- 
py Cafe. So that our Advice is, chat either the Man do 
what he calls Afarry forthwith, and Cohabit with her 
fecretly, if che Parents are irreconcilable, and if its like 
to have the Effects in the Queftion, as bringing their 
gray Hairs with forrow to the Grave ; but if by Friends 
Periwafions, or teefe or better Arguments, they may be 
brouzht to Confent to it, let ic be forthwith done Pub- 
lickiy, which is all that We can offer in the Cale. We 
defire to hear what is done further in the Matter. 


Queft. 3. Your Anfwers congerning the CLERGY in your 
lalt Mercury, gave me fuch great {atisfation, that I am en- 
couraged ( if it be not troublefome ) once more to beg your Ad- 
vice on that Subject I have two Sons, pretty big Boys, 
at School, ¥ defign them both for Clergy-men, and I have made 
ot my bufine(s for fome time to confider how I may Difpofe of 
"em, fo as to be in tie readieft way to Preferment: Now 
among the many ways which eitber my own Obfervation, or 
that of my Friends whom I’ve confulted in this Bufinefs, fug- 
gelts, [find thefe following to be moft ufual —— An Inte- 
vet is to be made at Court by dilcreet, Coc. at the Univer- 
fities by able Drinking 5 in the City by a Tryal of Skill at 
Canting ; im the Countrey by over-buying the next Pre 
fentation Ii’s fuggefted to me, that befides this, tbere 
may be hopes of fomething from the Seal, by large Fees to un- 
der Officers ; from Colledges by promifing to be a Benefa- 
Etor ; from the Nobility by marrying my Lady's ‘Abigail ; 
from the Gentry by keeping the Squire company, or fome- 
simes, Bec. or Kiffing the Neece, or Courting the Chamber- 
maid, or bandfomly Entertaining his Worfhip’s Guefls at ones 
own Goft — I am {ure by a well made Intere{t and a gcod 
Summ of Money almoft any where, but by found Learning, {e- 
rious Piety, and true Defert, truly my Objervation does not 
furnifh me with one Inftance of Preferment. My Requeft is, 
which of thefe ways you'd direct me to, or what other that you 
think more likely to fucceed, or le{s difhonourable ; for I've but 
kittle AIntere{t, and le[s Money, and the Boys don't promife any 
thing extraordinary, either as to Parts or Acquirements, and 
I'm unwilling to put’em upon any thing difhoneft, or unwor- 
thy the Character of a Clergy-man? Your {peedy Anfwer will 
Oblige, &c. 

Anfw. The Querift writes fo keenly, and feems to be 
fe much in earne{t, that one wou'd almoit think he had 
mi(s'd what he wou'd get tor his Sens, We mean Prefer- 
ment: However there’s no hurt in heartily wifhing he 
were miffaken in all his Obfervations, as fure he is in 
fome of ‘em; particularly ‘for Court, tho’ ’tis no wonder 
if good Examples don’t work now {fo ftrqngly as bad did 
formerly, yet ‘tis to be hoped he has forgot his Almanack, 
andis wandered back two or three King’s Reigns in his 
Imagination, it being as clear as Light that never were 
fuch a fet of excellent Perfons preterr’d in the Church by 
any Court, fiace that glorious one of Queen Elizabeth. 
For the Mniverfities, whatever the Practice may be, we 
are fure the Laws are very fevere again{t Intemperance, 
and that they are fometimes put in Execution; nor is’t 
poffible tor the Governours to know every thing, or be 
every where; yet this is commonly feen, that a vitious 
Life has been a valid Objeftion again{t a Perfon’s Prefer- 
ment, and many thereby mifs or lofe what they mighr 
otherwile obtain or enjoy. In this City, and whatever 


other places wherein Popularity and Number carries it, 
‘tis impoflible but that the lefs wife, which the greater 
part is likely to be, fhou'd often prevail ; tho’ even here 
too, we fee in many Cales, Heads prevail againft Hands, 
and afew prudent Men in a Parifh manage che reft fo as 
to perlvvade ‘em to make wifer Choices than perhaps 
they'd otherwife do; of which there needs no clearer 
Evidence to any confidering Man, than a hort reflection 
on the Manners and Learning of the Body of the prefene 
London-Clergy, whom even their worft Enemies are tore’d 
to confefs more confiderable both for Loyalty and a}} other 
Virtues than any in the Kingdom. As for the Nobilizy 
and Gentry, We are not much acquainted with ‘em, bur 
hovvever We know they are Englifh-men, ang are rot 
all {o mean to be capable of fiuch Adtions. Afrer al!, 
tho’ perhaps there mayn’t be many more four'd than fome 
of our felves in thefe matters, yet We can’t be fo unjufe 
to our Counirey as this Gentleman is, but muft own We 
have fegn many excellent Perfons preferi’d, in our fhore 
time of knowing the World, meerly for found Learn. 
ing, ferious Piety, and true Defert, while others of Jefs 
Merit have been juftly neglected — on which Head a cer- 
tain more Ingenious than Pious Gentleman of the C} rey 
of late was heard frankly to acknovvledge, That he vauls 
not expect Preferment under this Government, becaule be (aw 
Perfons were now rais’d for their Deferts. It then the 
Querift’s Children have thefe Accomplifhments, if they 
areendud with a fufficient portion of Piety, Prudence 
and Learning, and a little Pasience wichall, if they are 
not for runnmg themfelves into the World betore they 
are fit for that, or that for them ; notwithftanding al] 
the Corruptions in Court, Countrey, Univerfity, City, Sec. 
they’llin all probability meet with fuch Preferments as 
they may comfortably liveupon: But ifthey fhou’d mifs 
of it, and only wear out a troublefome Life in want, or 
expectation,which o'th’ two is the zreate/t torment ; if they 
fhou’d fee Kxzves and Fuols vaunt before’em, and they 
ftill trudge afoot thro‘ the World gaping after chis 
Lord's Promife, tother’s Wifh, and the third’s good Word, 
yet if they have true Piety at the bottom, they‘! cheer- 
fully through all, and be well fatisfy‘d and happy in truft- 
ing their Preferments to another World — and it they have 
not thefe Qualifications, if they are either /ewd or dull, 
never think of a Gown for‘em,nor {poil a good Souldier ox 
Cobler to make a bad Parfon. 


Ws The Ladies Queflions will be Anfwer‘d next Tuel- 
ay. 


AdbertHenieits. 
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